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The Coming of the  Messiah
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A.  WHAT IS A MESSIAH?
The word “Messiah’ means ‘the Anointed One’ and is mostly used in the Old Testament to refer to the High Priest of Israel, or the king of Israel, especially the great King David.  The Hebrew prophets spoke repeatedly of a great king and high priest who would come to deliver Israel.  They wrote in great detail about when, why and where he would come, and gave details of his life. Do these prophecies point to anybody we can identify in history, or is he still to come?
The Greatest of All Kings.

The prophet Daniel speaks of His kingdom as being unlike any other:
I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before Him.  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.                               - Daniel 7:13-14
Obviously this has not yet come to pass.  However, this day of judgement shall surely come, even as judgement came to the earth once before in the days of Noah.
The Greatest of All High Priests.

The prophets also speak of His sacrifice and suffering.  The prophet Isaiah wrote in detail of how Messiah would be rejected by His people, and suffer for the sins of the world.
He is despised and rejected of men: a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him: and with his stripes we are healed.  
All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned every one to his own way: and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before he shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  He was taken from prison and from judgement: and who shall declare his generation?  for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death: because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him: he hat put him to grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.   
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death; and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.                                                  - Isaiah 53:3-12
Just as the Passover lamb was killed every year as an offering for sin, so would the body of Messiah be offered up to God as the one great and perfect sacrifice for the sin of the whole world.

Yet he would rise again and see the fruit of his labour – the many souls who would be justified from sin by faith in his name – and be glorified by God.
Where Will He Come from?

Will Messiah come from Earth or from heaven?  The scriptures speak of both.  They speak of his birth – where he would be born, when he would appear to Israel, of his ancestry, of his life and of his death, and also of his coming with great power from heaven.  How could this be? Read on.
The Son of David.

The prophets were very clear that Messiah would be descended from King David, the greatest of the Hebrew kings, who was described as a man after God’s own heart. (1 Samuel 13:14)

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots; and the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD…

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek; and his rest shall be glorious.                                             - Isaiah 11:1,10
Behold the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel, and to the house of Judah.

In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgement and righteousness in the land.  In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely; and this is the name wherewith she be called, The Lord our righteousness                                                    

                                                                      - Jeremiah 33:14-16

Notice that Jerusalem would be called “The Lord our righteousness” Because mankind, even Israel have not kept god’s righteous laws, they cannot be justified by their own efforts.  God would provide a redeemer, the Messiah, who could make us righteous by faith in Him.  If we believe on him, his righteousness can be ours also.
God With Us
The prophets are also clear that Messiah will be more than just the Son of David.

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.   


                     - Isaiah 7:14

This child has no earthly father, for his mother is a virgin.  His conception and birth are a miracle of God. Who is his father then?  Immanuel means “God With Us.”  The scriptures speak again of this amazing child:
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.   

         - Isaiah 9:6,7

The Mighty God, the everlasting Father, was to come to earth in the form of this child, “God With Us.”  He had done so before, when He appeared to Abraham.

The Son of God?

David speaks of the Son of God in the Psalms:
I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, thou art my son: this day have I begotten thee
                         - Psalm 2:7
There would be a day when the Lord God would beget himself a son.

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 

           
                     - Psalm 2:12

This would be a great judge, with the power to destroy us all.  We must trust him and put our faith in him if we are to have the blessing of God.

The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool                - Psalm 110:11                                                                          
Who is David speaking of here: Himself, or another man?  If this “Son of God” is himself, or merely the Son of David, why then does David call him “Lord” seeing that the father is greater than the son?
B. WHY HASN’T THE MESSIAH COME YET?
The prophet Daniel gave us details of the year Messiah would first appear to Israel.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
                                                              - Daniel 9:25

The date from which these 69 weeks was to be counted was the decree to rebuild Jerusalem.  There were three decrees issued by Persian kings for this purpose: 536BC, 457BC and 444BC.  The principal one of these was 457BC sixty-nine weeks of years is 69 x 7 = 483 years.  Added to 457BC, this gives AD26, the year when Jesus Christ began his public ministry of teaching and healing.   Now read the next verse:
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself.
                                                 - Daniel 9:26                                                                                                 
Here the prophet Daniel predicted that Messiah would be killed, not by accident, and not because of something he himself had done wrong, but for the sake of others.  This sounds like the Great High Priest spoken of in Isaiah 53 (quoted above), who would offer up the sacrifice of his own body, to bear the sin of many.

If Messiah is to be cut off, yet he is to have an everlasting kingdom, then he must rise again.  The prophets speak of his resurrection from the dead also:
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.                             - Psalm 16:10
David, who wrote this, is dead, and his body has long rotted away.  He clearly spoke of the Messiah, God’s Holy One, who would rise from the dead before his body had a chance to rot away. The Messiah must have already come once, and he must be coming again.

Rejected by His People.

The prophets further speak of how Messiah would be rejected by his people.  They would despise him, give him no honour, and think that his death was his own fault: the judgement of God on one who was a great sinner.
Who hath believed our report/… he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.  He is despised and rejected of men and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised , and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.. for the transgression of my people was he stricken… 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death.                                        - Isaiah 53:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 12
In reality Messiah had the power to save himself from such a fate but was willing giving himself of the very people who where rejecting him.  But now God has highly exalted this righteous one, and when he comes the next time he will come as a judge and a king.
The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.  This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.                                                                   - Psalm 118:22-23

How could it happen that the Messiah could be rejected by his own nation?  The prophet Isaiah gives us a clue:
Wherefore the LORD said, forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of me: therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.
                                                                      - Isaiah 29:13-14                                                                                              
The prophet speaks here of a day when the worship of the Lord’s people would have turned to hypocrisy.  They would call themselves the people of God, honour him with long prayers and splendid hymns, but their hearts would be far from him.  They would have turned from the plain words of God in the law and the prophets and the writings of the Old Testament, and replace them with the traditions and teachings of men.  Even the so-called “wise” men – esteemed teachers and educated scholars – would not understand the truth that was staring them in the face, because they did not want to believe it.  To accept it would be to lose their prestige and their privileged position.  Their hearts have been possessed by covetousness, the love of comfort, ease, pleasure and possessions.
…hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: for this peoples’ heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed: lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
        - Isaiah 6:9-10

                                                          
The Temple Destroyed

About 40 years after Messiah was due to appear (according to the prophecy in Daniel) the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary: and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.                                                                 - Daniel 9:26

The Jewish historian Josephus records this tragic event.  The prince was the Roman general Titus, son of the Roman emperor Vespasian.  In a war lasting  [approximately three and a half years] the Jewish rebellion was ruthlessly crushed, the city of Jerusalem was taken and the temple built by Herod the Great was destroyed.  Titus himself did not want to damage the temple, for it was one of the great wonders of the Ancient World, but some of his men (“The people of the prince”) set fire to it by accident, and the heat was so intense that it melted the gold plating, so that the molten gold ran down between the cracks in the stones.   In their greed the Roman troops tore down the wreckage of the temple in order to plunder the gold that lay in between and beneath the stones.  Not one stone was left upon another [even as Jesus of Nazareth had prophesied “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” – Matthew 24:2]   The daily sacrifice ceased, and the temple has been desolate (lain waste) ever since [and will remain so until the time of the end].
C.    WHO COULD HE BE?
If we are to believe the prophets Daniel and Isaiah, then we must accept that Messiah has already come once, in order to fulfil the scriptures by dying for the sins of the world, that we might be saved from our sins.  Also, he is coming again as king and judge to set up a righteous kingdom that shall never be destroyed.

As we have seen in Daniel 9:25-27 brackets rather precisely the years when he came: between AD26 (i.e. 483 years from the commandment of the Persian kings to rebuild Jerusalem in 457BC) and AD70, when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.   There is really only one man in that time who could have any serous claim to be the Messiah, and that is Jehoshua, the Son of David, better known to us today by the Greek name of Jesus Christ (The New Testament was originally written in Greek, the international language of the day.  Jesus means Jehoshua, and Christ means “the anointed one” i.e. the Messiah.)

Let us examine the life of this man Jehoshua, and see if it fits the picture we have in the Old Testament prophets of the Messiah who would offer up his own body as a sacrifice to suffer and die for the sins of the world.

The Life of Jehoshua
Many details of the Messiah’s life are given in the Old Testament, and are fulfilled in the life of Jehoshua the Son of David.

I.
HIS BIRTH:
(a)  Born of a Virgin  Isaiah prophesied  that Messiah would be born miraculously; that his mother would be a virgin.
Therefore the lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel [God With Us].                        - Isaiah 7:14
The Hebrew historian Matthew the Evangelist gives us the following account:
Now the birth of Jehoshua the Anointed One was on this wise: when as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared  unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JEHOSHUA [The Lord Saves}: for he shall save his people from their sins…Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JEHOSHUA. 
                                                         - Matthew 1:18-21, 24-25
(b)  Born in Bethlehem  the prophet Micah wrote of Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem of Judea, “the city of David’
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, thought thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;  whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.                                             - Micah 5:12
The coming great ruler of Israel was to be born in Bethlehem.  He would be one who had existed from time immemorial: God himself, in the form of a man.  
The Greek historian, Luke the physician, writes of how Jehoshua came to be born in Bethlehem at this time.
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger: because there was no room for them in the inn.   




         - Luke 2:1-7
 (c) Signs and Wonders at his birth.  As might be expected with such a momentous event, there were several signs and wonders surrounding his birth: angels announced his birth to poor shepherds: a new star appeared in the sky at his birth and Herod the Great, proxy King of the Jews, slew a whole generation in order to try and prevent his rise to the throne. Jeremiah foretold the event.   
Thus saith the LORD: A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.  
                                                                       - Jeremiah 31:15
The historian Matthew again gives us the details of how this scripture was fulfilled:

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.   When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet,  and thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art not he least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.   Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.   and when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth of Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:   and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.  Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.  Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.   But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child’s life.  And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.   
                                     - Matthew 2:1-23
II.
HERALD OF HIS COMING
The prophet Malachi spoke of one who would come before the Messiah, with the spirit and power of Elijah, to prepare the Lord’s people for his coming.
Behold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts  - Malachi 3:1                                                                  

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
 
    - Malachi 4:5, 6

The prophet Isaiah also speaks of such a man:
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,                      - Isaiah 40:3-5
Luke and Matthew tell us how this messenger came, right on cue, in AD26.
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and of the region of Trachonitus, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharius [a priest f the course of Abia] in the wilderness.  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.                                                                     - Luke 3:1-3
“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias [Isaiah], saying  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins: and his meat [food] was locusts and wild honey.  Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized [immersed] of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
                           - Matthew 3:1-6
And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ [Messiah], or not; John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize [immerse] you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.  And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people.

                                               - Luke 3:15-18
“Then cometh Jesus [Jehoshua] from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus (Jehoshua) answering said unto him, suffer [allow] it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.  Then he suffered [allowed] him.”   
                           - Matthew 3:13-15

Another Hebrew historian, John the son of Zebedee, gives us further detail about this prophet John the Baptist, and what he had to say about the Messiah:
The next day John seeth Jesus [Jehoshua] coming unto him and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.   This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest of Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.  And John bare record, saying, I saw the spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.                                        - John 1:29-34
Although John was six months older than Jehoshua, John said that ‘he was before me’.   He recognised that the man he baptised was the one spoken of by the prophet Micah, “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”.  (Micah 5:2).
Like Elijah the prophet of old, John the Baptist fearlessly preached against the evils of the king, in this case King Herod, who among other things was living in adultery.  Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip, had divorced her husband and was now remarried to Herod.
But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.



                                              - Luke 3:19-20
Now when Jesus [Jehoshua] had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephtahlim: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, [by]the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: the people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 

                               - Matthew 4:12-16 (referring to Isaiah 9:1-2)
III.  HIS WORK OF REDEMPTION / THE LAMB OF GOD
(a)  Rejected by the Religious leaders of His Day. After three years of preaching and working many great miracles Jehoshua entered Jerusalem in triumph through the Golden Gate into the temple, riding on an asses’ colt, as the prophet Zechariah had predicted:
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, they king cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.                                                    - Zechariah 9:9

And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased…   
                                                                       - Matthew 21:15

As the prophet Isaiah had foretold, Jehoshua was not accepted by his own nation.
Who hath believed our report?... He is despised and rejected of men… he was despised, and we esteemed him not. - Isaiah 53:1-3
The chief priests and rulers of the people gathered together and plotted against him to destroy him for several reasons:-

(1)
They were offended at his preaching.  He repeatedly spoke against their covetousness and hypocrisy, and the way that they added numerous rules and regulations to the laws given to Moses, but they did not keep the spirit of that law.
Then spoke Jesus to the Multitude, and to his disciples, saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not … but all their works they do for to be seen of men … Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For ye devour widows’ houses, for a pretence make long prayer… Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone ... ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess… ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

                                      - Matthew 23: 1-3, 5, 14, 23, 25, 28
And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them.  But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him for a prophet. 
                                   - Matthew 21:45-46
(2)
They were offended by what he did.  For example, one day he went into the temple, and cast out all them that bought and sold animals within the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money changers (who converted Roman money to special temple money at inflated prices), saying, “It is written, my house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.” (John 21:12-13) these racketeers were in the temple by permission of the temple authorities, so they were offended that Jehoshua was taking such matters into his own hands.
(3)
They were afraid of losing their position.  The Jewish authorities at this time, including the high priest and king Herod, held their rank only because they collaborated with the Romans.  They were afraid that if the supporters of Jehoshua grew any more in numbers, the Romans would come in even greater numbers and take away their semi-autonomous government, and they would lose their power and privileges.
And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased…       

                                                                        - Matthew 21:15
Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we?  For this man doeth many miracles – If we let him thus alone, all [men] will believe of him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.  And one of them, name Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto the, Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.  And this spake he not of himself: but being the high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus [Jehoshua] should die for that nation; and not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.                      - John 11:47-53
(4)
They did not want his spiritual claims on their lives.  Being religious leaders, the scribes, Pharisees and chief priests did not want to admit that it was jealously that was driving their actions, so they came up with the accusation of blasphemy against him.  Here are two examples:
And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed; and Jesus [Jehoshua] seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.  And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, this man blasphemeth.  And Jesus [Jehoshua] knowing their thoughts said, wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether it is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, arise, and walk?  But that ye may know that the son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.  And he arose, and departed to his house.  But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.                                                                - Matthew 9:2-8
And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.  And Jesus [Jehoshua] walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt?  If thou be the Christ [Messiah], tell us plainly. [Jesus] answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me… I and my Father are one.  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. [Jesus] answered them, many good works have I shewed you from my father; for which of those works do ye stone me?  The Jews answered him, saying, for a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.  [Jesus] answered them… I do not the works of my Father, believe me not .  But if I do, though ye believe not me believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.  Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand…”




                      - John 10:22-25, 30-33, 37-39

They refused to accept that he was the Messiah the Son of God, despite the testimony of the scriptures, the testimony of John the Baptist and the testimony of the miracles that he did.  They did not want to lose their privileged positions to one who was challenging them about their hypocrisy and wickedness.

Therefore they sought to destroy him.  They found a willing accomplice in Judas Iscariot, one of the 12 chosen disciples of Jehoshua.  He agreed to betray his master to them when there were no crowds around for the sum of thirty pieces of silver. 
(b)  Betrayed for Thirty Pieces of Silver.  David, being a prophet, wrote of this betrayal 1000 years beforehand:
Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.         - Psalm 41:9
The prophet Zechariah told of the exact amount of the blood money and what would become of it:
So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.   And the Lord said unto me, cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them.  And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them at the potter in the house of the LORD.                  
                                                                 - Zechariah 11:12-13

Later, after Jehoshua was condemned, the traitor changed his mind:
Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.  And they said, What is that to us?  See thou to that.  And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.  And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.  And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.  Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.                                - Matthew 27:3-8

IV
HIS TRIAL
Jesus was arrested at night when he was with his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, on the Mount of Olives, the night of the Passover.  He was taken to the high priest’s palace before selected members of the council, and tried in the middle of the night.  The main charge was blasphemy, for claiming to be the Messiah.
And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.  Jesus saith unto him, Thou has said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  Then he high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.  What think ye?   They answered and said, He is guilty of death.                  - Matthew 26:63-66
When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against [Jesus] to put him to death: and when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor… And [Jesus] stood before the governor: and the governor asked him saying, Art thou the King of the Jews?  And [Jesus] said unto him, Thou sayest.  And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.  Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?  And he answered to him never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 



                                            - Matthew 27:1-2, 11-14
This silence on his part was astonishing to Pilate, but Isaiah had spoken of it 500 years beforehand:

 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before the shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  He was taken from prison and from judgement: and who shall declare his generation?  for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 




- Isaiah 53:7-8

In fulfilling this prophecy Jehoshua was not given a fair trial or good judgement, and he died without having any children.
V
HIS SUFFERING.
From the time of his arrest to the time of his death, Jehoshua was beaten and mocked by the elders of Israel, by the soldiers and by the onlookers.
Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands, saying, Prophesy unto us thou Christ, who is he that smote thee?
          - Matthew 26:67-68
Then released he [Pilate, the governor] Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged [Jesus] he delivered him to be crucified.  Then the soldiers of the governor took [Jesus] into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.  And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 

And when they had plaited a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews1  And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head.  And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him…                                                         - Matthew 27: 26-31

“And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself.  If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.   Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, he saved others: himself he cannot save.  If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.   He trusted in God;  let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.  The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth.”                                           - Matthew 27:39-44

All this mockery and scourging was foretold by the prophets:
…they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.
                                                                                    - Micah 5:1

But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.  All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
                                           - Psalm 22:6-8

He is despised and rejected of men: a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteemed him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him: and with his stripes we are healed.  
                                 - Isaiah 53:3-5
VI  HIS DEATH
Many details of Jehoshua’s death were foretold by the Hebrew prophets.
(1) 
Crucified between two thieves.

Parts of Psalm 22 read like a description of the feelings of one who is being crucified:
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowel. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.  For dogs have compassed me; the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. Psalm 22:14-17

…he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many 
   - Isaiah 53:12

Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one the right hand and another on the left. 
                - Matthew 27:38

(2) 
Given Gall to drink.
“They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”                                          - Psalm 69:21

They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted [thereof], he would not drink.             - Matthew 27: 34
(3) 
Gambled for His Clothing
They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture                                                               - Psalm 69: 21 

The Hebrew historian John Bar Zebedee gives an eye witness account:-

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified [Jesus] Jehoshua, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat; now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.  They said therefore among themselves, let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be.  - John 19: 23-24

(4)      Prayed for His Persecutors
…and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors 
                                                                             Isaiah 53: 12

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then said [Jesus] [Jehoshua], Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.  And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.                             - Luke 23: 34

 (5)
Forsaken by God
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring.  

                                                                             - Psalm 22:1
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.  And about the ninth hour Jesus [Jehoshua] cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?  That is to say, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
                                                                 - Matthew 27: 45-46

(6)
Bones Not Broken; Pierced with A Spear
This is the ordinance of the Passover…neither shall ye break a bone thereof…
                                           - Exodus12: 46

They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep it.                                                                     - Numbers 9:12
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.  He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.
                                          - Psalm 36:19-20

…and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced…
 
                                                                          - Zechariah 12:10

…and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation [of the Passover]…that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for the Sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.   But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.     
                                                                 - John 19:30-34

(7)
Buried in a Rich Man’s Tomb
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death: because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.                                                              - Isaiah 53:9
When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ [Jehoshua’s] disciple: he went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.  And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: an he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 
             

   

        - Matthew 27:57-60

VII   SIGNS AND WONDERS AT HIS DEATH
Many signs and wonders took place at the death of Jehoshua.
(1)  
Darkness
There was darkness over the whole land for three hours while Jehoshua was on the cross.  (Matthew 27:45)  This is much too long to be merely an eclipse of the sun, which usually lasts for only about one hour.

(2)
  Earthquake
There was a great earthquake when he died. (Matthew 27:51)  These signs were so spectacular that the Roman centurion overseeing the crucifixions said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” (Matthew 27:54)

(3) The Temple
As soon as Jehoshua died, the veil of the temple was ripped in two from the top to the bottom (Matthew 27:57), as a sign to the Jews that the way into the presence of God (the holiest of all) was now opened up. If the veil had been ripped from bottom to top, it could have been done by a man, but it is significant that the veil was torn from the top, where God would be.  The death of Messiah had done what none of the sacrifices of the Old Testament could ever do: not just cover up the sins of the people but take them away completely, if they would believe in Him.

VIII   HIS RESURRECTION.
The scriptures foretold his resurrection from the dead, when David said,
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.                             - Psalm 16:10
David could not have been talking about himself, because we know that he died and was buried and his body rotted away like any other man’s.  There is no record of his being resurrected in any way:  David’s body did see corruption.  It is clear that David spoke here of the Messiah.
There are many historical references to the resurrection of Jehoshua.  For example, one eye witness was Matthew Ben Levi, 
Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,  saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.
 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.  And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.                              - Matthew 27:62-28:15
The claim that his body was stolen by his disciples completely lacks credibility when seen in its context:
(1)  A guard was placed on the tomb to prevent this very thing; the disciples would obviously be strong enough to enter the tomb.

(2)  To suppose that all of the guards would fall asleep together is beyond belief. In those days the punishment for even one person falling asleep on guard duty was for the whole watch to be executed, 
(3)  If the whole watch was asleep, how would they know that someone had come and stolen the body?
(4)  If even one member of the watch was awake, why did they not awaken the others, and resist even to death!

Other early Christian writers claimed to have seen Jehoshua alive again after his death, including some who are reported to have worked many miracles even as he did.  One such writer was Paul of Tarsus:
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ [Messiah] died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: and that he was seen of [Cephas], then of the twelve: after that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present but some are fallen asleep.  After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.  And last of all he was seen of me also.


                                - 1 Corinthians 15:3-8

Jeshoshua is not the only person in history to be raised from the dead, but in his case he had repeatedly prophesied that he would be put to death, and that he would give his generation the sign of Jonah – after three days and three nights he would rise from the dead.  This was to be a sign from God that he had not died for his own sins, that God had accepted his sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, and that he had conquered death itself.

C. WHY DID THE JEWS NOT ACCEPT HIM?
The obvious question is, If the Messiah has come already, why did his people not accept him?  Why do the Rabbis still wait for him?

Well firstly, some did accept him, and they turned the world upside down.  
Secondly, we could just as well ask why the Hebrews turned to idolatry while Moses was on Mt Sinai.  Why did they repeatedly turn away from God during the time of the judges? Why did they turn away from God and follow after idols during the time of Elijah and the other prophets?  There is a history of this kind of thing.  Every individual must give account to God for where and why they have rejected him in their lives. 

Thirdly, the scripture foretold that this would happen:
And he said, Go , and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but percieve not.  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.  

                            - Isaiah 6: 9-10

Wherefore the Lord said, forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. 
                                                                    - Isaiah 29: 13-14

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.Isaiah 53: 3

Fourthly, by the time of Jehoshua, the religion of the Jews had become corrupted. It had moved a long way from the pure simple laws given to Moses, and been clouded by endless additional traditions and ceremonies that actually led the people away from the simple love of God and love for one another that the Lord intended:
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; And thou shalt love the LORD  thy God with all thine heart, and with all the soul, and with all thy might. Deuteronomy 6:4-5

…thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  Leviticus 19: 18

To them, salvation was tied up with flawless obedience to man-made traditions and regulations that had been added onto the word of God. Simple faith and trust in God had gone out the window.  The children of Abraham no longer had the faith of Abraham:
And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness …                                            - Genesis 15: 6

Like God’s true prophets before him, Jehoshua preached against such faithlessness and called the people back to following the word of God.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy and faith; these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 



            - Matthew 23: 23

When someone points out sin in our lives, we can either humble ourselves, turn away from the wrong, and be grateful to the one who warned us, or we can excuse ourselves, reject God’s warnings, and criticise the messenger. The religious leaders in Jehoshua’s day wanted to retain their power, prestige and privileges, and they chose to reject the word of God even as their fathers had done to prophets such as Jeremiah and Isaiah before them.

A Light to Lighten the Gentiles?

If we look at those who have believed in Jehoshua down through the years, it is obvious that most of them were Gentiles.  How could this be?  It seems rather back to front that God’s chosen people would by-and-large reject their Messiah, and the Gentiles, with no history of following God, would somehow accept him.  Surely the chosen people would be right?
Yet the scriptures foretold that the Gentiles would receive him:-

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek and his rest shall be glorious.                 - Isaiah 11: 10

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my sprit upon him: he shall bring forth judgement to the Gentiles…           - Isaiah 42: 1
I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles            - Isaiah 49: 6
A New Covenant

The Old Testament prophets spoke repeatedly of a new covenant that God would make with his people:-

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.             - Jeremiah 31: 31-34

Notice the characteristics of this new and more spiritual covenant:
1.  “I will put my law…in their hearts.”  There is a change of heart here, where the heart is converted from self-will to one that loves to do the will of God.

2.  “they shall all know me” There is a close relationship with God, where we can know God like a loving father.

3.  “I will remember their sin no more.”  There is a freedom from sin, where past sin is forgiven, and there is the power to overcome sin in our daily lives.

The kingdom of God is first and foremost a spiritual kingdom, where God reigns as king in the hearts of individual people, regardless of who reigns over the physical earth.  This is what Messiah came to bring about, and this is what he can do for you.

A New Kingdom

Messiah will also yet reign over this physical earth.  The time is coming when he will return in power to judge and rule over earth even as the scripture said.

And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations,  and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.    

           
             - Daniel 7: 13-14
Behold the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgement and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
      - Jeremiah 23: 5, 6
… with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.                                    - Isaiah 11: 4

When Messiah comes again, will you be ready?  Will you have repented of your sins and be trusting in his righteousness, each day seeking to please him?  Or will you be one of the wicked ones that He will judge with an everlasting judgement?  The choice is up to you.
E. PROBABILITIES 
During this examination of who may be the Messiah, we have quoted many prophecies and their fulfilment in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. What exactly does this mean?
In practical terms, it provides a convincing argument that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.

This quote is taken from one of several websites on the topic of how probable it is for Jesus to be the Messiah: 

…  what's the likelihood of a person predicting today the exact city in which the birth of a future leader would take place, well into the 21st century? This is indeed what the prophet Micah did 700 years before the Messiah. Further, what is the likelihood of predicting the precise manner of death that a new, unknown religious leader would experience, a thousand years from now - a manner of death presently unknown, and to remain unknown for hundreds of years? Yet, this is what David did in 1000 B.C. 

Again, what is the likelihood of predicting the specific date of the appearance of some great future leader, hundreds of years in advance? This is what Daniel did, 530 years before Christ. 

If one were to conceive 50 specific prophecies about a person in the future, whom one would never meet, just what's the likelihood that this person will fulfill all 50 of the predictions? How much less would this likelihood be if 25 of these predictions were about what other people would do to him, and were completely beyond his control? 

For example, how does someone "arrange" to be born in a specific family? 

How does one "arrange" to be born in a specified city, in which their parents don't actually live? How does one "arrange" their own death - and specifically by crucifixion, with two others, and then "arrange" to have their executioners gamble for His clothing (John 16:19; Psalms 22:18)? How does one "arrange" to be betrayed in advance? How does one "arrange" to have the executioners carry out the regular practice of breaking the legs of the two victims on either side, but not their own? Finally, how does one "arrange" to be God? How does one escape from a grave and appear to people after having been killed? 

Indeed, it may be possible for someone to fake one or two of the Messianic prophecies, but it would be impossible for any one person to arrange and fulfill all of these prophecies. 

How true, then, it must be that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, if he had 456 identifying characteristics well in advance, and fulfilled them all! In fact, what does the science of probability make of this? 

The science of probability attempts to determine the chance that a given event will occur. The value and accuracy of the science of probability has been well established beyond doubt - for example, insurance rates are fixed according to statistical probabilities. 

Professor Emeritus of Science at Westmont College, Peter Stoner, has calculated the probability of one man fulfilling the major prophecies made concerning the Messiah. The estimates were worked out by twelve different classes representing some 600 university students. 

The students carefully weighed all the factors, discussed each prophecy at length, and examined the various circumstances which might indicate that men had conspired together to fulfill a particular prophecy. They made their estimates conservative enough so that there was finally unanimous agreement even among the most skeptical students. 

However Professor Stoner then took their estimates, and made them even more conservative. He also encouraged other skeptics or scientists to make their own estimates to see if his conclusions were more than fair. Finally, he submitted his figures for review to a committee of the American Scientific Affiliation. Upon examination, they verified that his calculations were dependable and accurate in regard to the scientific material presented (Peter Stoner, Science Speaks, Chicago: Moody Press, 1969, 4). 

For example, concerning Micah 5:2, where it states the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah, Stoner and his students determined the average population of BETHLEHEM from the time of Micah to the present; then they divided it by the average population of the earth during the same period. 

They concluded that the chance of one man being born in Bethlehem was one in 300,000, (or one in 2.8 x 10^5 - rounded), 

After examining only eight different prophecies (Idem, 106), they conservatively estimated that the chance of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies was one in 10^17. 

To illustrate how large the number 10^17 IS (a figure with 17 zeros), Stoner gave this illustration : 

If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all the tickets in a hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw one, his chance of getting the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we take 10^17 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They'll cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets would've had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote them in their own wisdom (Idem, 106-107). 

In financial terms, is there anyone who would not invest in a financial venture if the chance of failure were only one in 10^17? This is the kind of sure investment we're offered by god for faith in His Messiah. 

From these figures, Professor Stoner, concludes the fulfillment of these eight prophecies alone proves that God inspired the writing of the prophecies (Idem, 107) - the likelihood of mere chance is only one in 10^17! 

Another way of saying this is that any person who minimizes or ignores the significance of the biblical identifying signs concerning the Messiah would be foolish. 

But, of course, there are many more than eight prophecies. In another calculation, Stoner used 48 prophecies (Idem, 109) (even though he could have used Edersheim's 456), and arrived at the extremely conservative estimate that the probability of 48 prophecies being fulfilled in one person is the incredible number 10^157. In fact, if anybody can find someone, living or dead, other than Jesus, who can fulfill only half of the predictions concerning the Messiah given in the book "Messiah in Both Testaments" by Fred J. Meldau, the Christian Victory Publishing Company is ready to give a ONE thousand dollar reward! As apologist Josh McDowell says, "There are a lot of men in the universities that could use some extra cash!" (Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, California: Campus Crusade for Christ, 175). 

How large is the number one in 10^157? 10^157 contains 157 zeros! Stoner gives an illustration of this number using electrons. Electrons are very small objects. They're smaller than atoms. It would take 2.5 TIMES 10^15 of them, laid side by side, to make one inch. Even if we counted 250 of these electrons each minute, and counted day and night, it would still take 19 million years just to count a line of electrons one-inch long (Stoner, op. cit, 109). 

With this introduction, let's go back to our chance of one in 10^157. Let's suppose that we're taking this number of electrons, marking one, and thoroughly stirring it into the whole mass, then blindfolding a man and letting him try to find the right one. What chance has he of finding the right one? What kind of a pile will this number of electrons make? They make an inconceivably large volume. 

This is the result from considering a mere 48 prophecies. Obviously, the probability that 456 prophecies would be fulfilled in one man by chance is vastly smaller. According to Emile Borel, once one goes past one chance in 10^50, the probabilities are so small that it is impossible to think that they will ever occur (Ankerberg et. al., op. cit., 21). 

As Stoner concludes, 'Any man who rejects Christ as the Son of God is rejecting a fact, proved perhaps more absolutely than any other fact in the world (Stoner, op. cit., 112).' 

God so thoroughly vindicated Jesus Christ that even mathematicians and statisticians, who were without faith, had to acknowledge that it is scientifically impossible to deny that Jesus is the Christ. Our thanks to David Williams, a mathematician who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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